Tissue biomarkers of prognostic significance in hepatocellular carcinoma.
Despite major advancements in the clinical management of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC), the natural history of this disease is characterized by an invariably poor prognosis. However, there are significant interindividual variations in the biologic behavior of this tumor and this combined with the confounding effect of liver function on patient survival makes prognostic prediction particularly difficult. Several studies have attempted to investigate the prognostic role of tissue biomarkers to better understand the molecular basis of HCC progression. These studies have looked at several aspects of cancer biology including proliferative potential, invasive capacity, and angiogenic promotion utilizing different methodologies. The aim of this review is to summarize the role of tissue biomarkers in the prognostic prediction of HCC and to outline questions and strategies in the prognostic assessment of HCC.